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SEED BED COVER 
/or m*? fHornet Ljarden 
By R. R. BELL, Manager, Vegetable Research Station, Wembley, and M. HARDIE. Vegetable Instructor 
ALL market gardeners use seed beds in their gardening programme. However, the basic design of seed beds and covers has not greatly altered over the years. The 
availability of cheap good quality plastic materials has now shown the way to im-
provements in the design of this type of gardening equipment. 
One of the features of the Field Day held 
at the Vegetable Research Station last 
November was a demonstration of a new 
type of seed-bed cover developed at the 
station. 
The framework for the cover is made 
from industrial fencing wire and then cov-
ered with polythene. 
Most people are aware of the construc-
tion of the frames tha t are generally used. 
1.—A new type cover with the timber framed ones which were used previously in the background. A box of seed-
lings can be seen through the polythene 
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2.—Two seed bed covers with carrying handles. If desired they can be placed end to end 
Frequently about eight feet in length they 
are made from fairly heavy timber. The 
back is usually higher than the front for 
weather protection and to catch sunlight. 
The covering for the top is either glass or 
windolite in frames or a roll of canvas. 
They can be adjusted to meet the needs 
of the weather. 
These frames have disadvantages in that 
being constructed of stout timber they are 
hard to move and become more or less 
permanent fixtures—not always in the 
most convenient site. They are difficult to 
maintain in the state of hygiene which is 
necessary for the raising of healthy seed-
lings. 
It had been noticed at the research 
station too that after a batch of seedlings 
had been raised to nearly the required size, 
removal of the wooden frame greatly 
stimulated growth. It was felt that the 
freer movement of air was responsible for 
for this improvement and that a seed bed 
cover could be constructed which would 
allow better control of air circulation. 
Details of the construction of this new 
cover are shown clearly in the accompany-
ing photographs. The industrial wire is 
purchased in sections measuring 6 ft. x 6 ft. 
and this is curved quite easily to form 
a semi-circle. A piece of polythene meas-
uring approximately 10 ft. x 6 ft. is used 
to cover the framework. The thickness of 
the polythene used at the research station 
was .004 in. A heavier gauge would have 
a longer life but would increase the cost. 
The cost of the wire frame was 22s. whilst 
the polythene to cover it would be approxi-
mately 20s. Two light wooden battens on 
-The cover tilted when conditions are favourable or 
for hardening seedlings off 
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4.—The frameworks stacked one on top of the other for 
ease of storing 
which to roll the polythene at each side 
and four gutter bolts to hold these in place 
on the frame would add a few more pence 
to the total cost. 
A carrying handle made from fencing 
wire and a piece of conduit is clearly shown 
in the photographs. 
The advantages of this new frame over 
the old type are listed as follows:— 
(1) They can be quickly and easily 
moved to allow fumigation of the 
soil. 
(2) They can be placed in any posi-
tion as the polythene will allow 
the entry of light and heat to the 
seedlings. 
(3) The frames can be propped up 
from either side to allow move-
ment of air through the seedlings 
and also to act as a windbreak. 
They can also be easily removed 
from the seedlings. 
(4) When not in use they can be 
stored one on top of the other, 
thereby conserving storage space. 
(5) They are cheap to construct and 
should give many years of service. 
A further advantage of these covers is 
that when not being used for raising seed-
lings they can be used in the curing of 
vegetable seeds. Most market gardeners 
grow their own seed for at least one type 
of vegetable whether it be onion, carrot, 
parsnip or cauliflower. Containers to hold 
the flowers when the seed is curing are 
not always available. 
By inverting the seed bed cover and 
making a shelf from the same industrial 
wire to fit about the middle of the frame, 
an excellent container for curing seed is 
on hand. This shelf also helps to make 
the frame quite rigid. 
5.—The seed bed cover used for curing onion seed 6.—A close up of onion seed curing In the Inverted cover 
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THE NEW LYSAGHT 
500 BUSHEL GRAIN SILO 
Easier 
and cheaper 
to erect! 
* Patent pending 
No. 55007/59. 
PRICE 
£93 
ex Fremantle 
Store r^t^ 
EACH FEATURE CAREFULLY PLANNED 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
Vertically Rigidiscd Wails and 6-Ply Hori-
zoatal Ribs for added strength. 
Two bagging oetlets — complete with steel 
covers. 
Improved Centre and Side-Filling Hole As-
semblies — complete with hinged lids and 
positive fastenings. 
Combined Roof Step and Ladder support. 
Wider Turned-Down Eaves on Roof Panels 
Segmented Steel Floor. 
Fully Rodent-Proof Construction. 
Optional Extra — Steel Earth Ring. 
L Y S A G H T S I L O S 
Pr ices Ex F r e m a n t l e S t o r e 
Nominal 
Capacity 
Bushels 
200 (Gorruritei) 
' 250 (Corr.) Elev 
- 500 Neu Type 
1.200 .. ,. 
Steel 
Earth Ring 
(Optional 
Extra) 
£7. I . I 
Steel 
Floor 
uptional 
Extra) Silo 
£51 
£137 
£93 £11.11. 0 — 
£172 £22. I . t £31 
2,000 „ „ £241 £22. I . I £31 
3,100 „ „ £311 £31.10. I £47 
3,706 „ „ £341 £31.11. ( £47 
•Prices include Steel Floor. 
Silos from 1,200 bushels capacity upwards ore 
fitted with full-site "walk-in" door. 
Write tor further information to: 
John Lysaght (Australia) Limited 
I Patenham Street, Fremantle. S43XW 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * » * ^ ^ ^ * + ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ » + * + * * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ » m * ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ » e * ^ ^ + »i+»e+*+»e>^^^^»*^»+'^ei>et».*e*»e>^*m>^^^^ + • 
Picas* mention the "Journal cf Agriculture of W.A.," whan writing to advertiser! 
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